go a long way to please a
customer.
But some of the wood,
like the hand hewn logs
which are a trademark inside most of the Woodstone
homes, are taken directly
from the property on which
the home is built.
And the stone walls which
exist on the property are
also left in place to give the
home a natural boundary
with the water.
“I have a very talented and
dedicated staff.” Watkins
said. “From carpenters, to
stone masons, and designers. I have a great team.”
And one of the key ingredients is Tom Ducey, senior
project manager.
“I couldn't ask for a better
guy,” he said. “He allows
me to spend time and focus
on the expansion of the
business.
“He oversees all of Woodstone’s construction, insures

About His
Latest Project
“I recently purchased 400 acres near
the Monticello Motor Club on Cantrell
Rd.,” Watkins said. “I closed in August
on this project and already have a mile
of road cut in.
“It will include 34 homes overall with
a 17,000 square foot clubhouse,” he
said. “It will not compete with The
Chapin Estate, which is a lakefront
community.
“Serenity Gardens is directly adjacent
to the Motor Club and will be primarily
for Motor Club members,” he said. “I’m
hopeful you will see more Monticello
Motor Club members staying in Sullivan
County when we’re built.”
Incidentally, Serenity Gardens received its final approval from the
Thompson Planning Board the same
night that the Monticello Motor Club
received its approval for its $40M
expansion.

all our employees have a
place to go everyday and
makes sure they have the
supplies they need,”
Watkins said. “We have just
a terrific staff who do a
great job. Everybody likes
what they do and shows up
on time.
“And our homes reflect
that caring. Every detail is
tended to and we have a lot
of happy customers,” he
said.
“And terrific customers become friends.”
And as The Chapin Estate
continues to expand
and his new project,
Serenity Gardens,
gets started, Watkins
is predicting a bright
future for his company.
“I truly believe things will
“There is still room
go well in November [with
for expansion,” he
the passage of the Casino
said. “I’m looking forreferendum],” Watkins said.
ward to building most
of them [new homes
“This region will see a fanin Chapin].”
tastic boom come 2014.

About
Casino Gaming

“It’s gotta happen,”
he said.

At top is a custom carving of an owl and raccoon by Paul Stark.
Above is the view of Swinging Bridge Reservoir from the front of
a recently completed house in Chapin Lumberland. The recent
expansion still has 21 lakefront lots available.
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Working Hard… and Loving It!
Woodstone Development, LLC is one of the Sullivan County
Partnership for Economic Development’s newest members.
See what is behind the success
of this Custom Home Design and
Building company.

Woodstone Development builds a reputation on quality and keeping customers satisfied
By Fred Stabbert III

T

here is music coming
from the woods in the
Town of Bethel even though
the outdoor concert season
has officially ended.
The music is coming from a
talented group of carpenters,
masons and home builders
who are busy building six
new homes in The Chapin
Estate.
And the orchestra leader
is Mike Watkins, President
and CEO of Woodstone Development, LLC.
“We currently have $5 million under construction on
six different projects,”
Watkins said. “And I’ve
completed $35 million of
home construction in here
[Chapin Estate].”

Watkins has been the
owner of Woodstone Development since 2007, when he
purchased the company from
Chapin Estate founders Steve
Dubrovsky and Howard
Schoor.
While Dubrovsky and
Schoor are still in charge of

About
the Partnership

the development and expansion of The Chapin Estate
and the selling of lots,
Watkins has taken over the
design and home building
company.
“I originally came up here
in 2005 with my company,
Lakeside Builders,” Watkins
said. “In 2007, I had the
opportunity to buy their
[construction] company,
Woodstone Development.
“The thing I am most
proud of is that even during the downturn in the
economy I was able to
keep my roughly 20 employees working,” Watkins
said. “We buckled down
and worked hard.”
Watkins said he has certainly seen a change in the
economy during the past

year.
“Here in Chapin the building [revenue] has doubled as
well as the number of
houses,” he said. “On a daily
basis I have between 40-60
people working for me. That
includes 20 full-timers, and
subcontractors like plumbers,
electricians, site workers and
concrete workers.
“I’m pretty proud of that. I
feel like I’m helping the
economy and that feels
good,” he said.
And Woodstone’s ripples
even reach outside of the
gates which surround The
Chapin Estate.
“I buy my lumber from
ProBuild in Liberty and Wyde
Lumber in Monticello,” he
said. “And by creating local
jobs I know that we are help-

“I had been a member for a
couple of years and recently rejoined,” Watkins said. “I think it
is important to support the
Partnership.
“They are going to be a factor in shaping the county as we
expand,” he said. “Expansion has to be
done properly…
planned.
“We have a very strong foundation of positive eco“The business leadnomic engines,” Watkins said. “From The Chapin Estate,
ers in the county
to Bethel Woods, to The Center for Discovery, Crystal
need to be involved to
Run Healthcare and Monticello Motor Club,” he said. “I
help make it happen.”
think that foundation can be expanded to welcome

About Local Business

other businesses into our area come November.”

Woodstone Development is a
Custom Home Designer and Build
firm. At left is the dining area of
a recently completed home in The
Chapin Estate’s newest section,
Chapin Lumberland. The front of
the house has a beautiful view of
the Swinging Bridge Reservoir.
At right is the custom bar which
Woodstone Development built in
the house, with the walnut top
coming from Pennsylvania.
Far right, Michael Watkins talks
with Jess as he prepares to cut a
log for the interior of the house.

in bringing nature into the
ing local businesses, like
construction and one look at
restaurants, Bethel Woods
a custom-built home shows
and more.”
why.
PROGRESSING
“I took one customer with
“There are 110 homes in
me to a lumberyard in PennChapin right now,” Watkins
said. “This past summer Steve
[Dubrovsky] opened
up a new section
called Chapin Lumberland [overlooking
“We never stop designing,” Watkins,
Swinging Bridge
who says a home usually takes eight
Reservoir].
months to build, said. “We are con“We already have
stantly looking at ways to improve
three homes under
quality and usability.
construction in there
“We review every aspect of conand there are now
struction
and if moving a wall six
21 more lakefront
inches
makes
it better, we will do it,” he
lots available on
said.
“We
will
raise
a ceiling two or
Swinging Bridge
three
feet
to
make
it
look better.
Reservoir,” he said.
“And
we
involve
the
customers quite
Woodstone Devela
bit,
”
he
said.
“Customers
have a big
opment specializes
hand in the outcome of their home.”
And when the project is nearly complete Woodstone calls on Paul Stark,
one of the pre-eminent woodcarvers in
America, to add the finishing touches.
“He is as talented as you are going
to find and adds yet another level of
personalization to the homes.”

About
a Custom-Built Home

sylvania to pick out this walnut bar,” Watkins said.
Actually, Watkins hired helicopter pilot Michael Croissant to fly him down to New
York City, pick up a client
and fly to Pennsylvania to
hand pick the 4 by 8 foot
pieces of wood.
Woodstone will obviously

Above is the front of a new
house on Chapin Lumberland,
which Woodstone Development
is building. Watkins said the
house will soon be “closed in,”
permitting workers to
finish the interior this winter.

About
Owning a Home in Chapin
“I built my own home in here,” Watkins said. “Having a builder who actually
lives in the development is a plus. It adds to the home buyers’ comfort level.
“I have become good friends with a lot of them and invite them over to my
house and visit them often,” he said. “There are terrific people in Chapin.”
Watkins said the Chapin Estate homes also become retreats for family and
friends, sometimes accommodating upwards of 20 people on a weekend.
And it is not unusual for the family to celebrate holidays and big events at
their “country” home.
“Last year Chapin even hosted a wedding,” he said.

